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Coat  of  Arms  of  the  McLeans  of  Coll. 


Entered  into  according  to  aa  Act  of  Indlsicrefion, 
committed  in  the  year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred 
and  Ninety-Seven,  by  the  compiler,  in  the  office  of  the 
Court  of  Delusion  for  the  Frozen  District  of  the  North, 
and  approved  as  being  matter  of  first  class  information 
concerning  the  ancestors  and  many  of  the  pre-»ent  gen- 
eration of  the  McLeans  in  America.  And  later,  in  the 
office  of  the  "Wayne  County  Dispatch,"  for  and  in 
consideration  of  a  certain  sum  per  page  promised  the 
proprietor  thereof  for  paper,  ink  and  presswork,— the 
pages  of  type  to  be  delivered  at  said  office  made  up, 
proven  and  corrected.  To  the  end  and  design  that  the 
sentiment  of  the  motto  of  the  Clan  may  be  the  perpetual 
inheritance  of  those  who  have  made  and  shall  hereafter 
make  their  homes  in  this  land  of  promise. 


PREFACE. 


In  the  preparation  of  this  pamphlet,  the  aim  has  heen 
to  condense  the  ancient  history  of  the  MacLeans,  making 
brief  mention  of  their  exploits  and  noting  the  character 
and  prowess  of  the  more  prominent  chiefs  and  landlords, 
down  to  the  advent  of  Dr.  N'eil  McLean — the  principal 
source  of  information  for  which  being  Prof.  J.  P.  Mac- 
Lean's  valuable  ''History  of  the  Clan/'  published  in  1889, 
thence  to  trace  the  Doctor's  descendants  to  the  present 
time,  giving  their  occupation  and  place  of  residence. 

I  was  requested,  a  few  years  since,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  my  great-grandfather  Lachlan's  family  for  a  proposed 
''  History  of  the  McLean's  in  America,"  being  about  that 
time  first  enabled  to  trace  my  ancestry  to  Lachlan  Bron- 
nach,  7th  Chief,  who  flourished  about  the  year  1430. 
After  deciding  to  make  the  attempt,  I  found  how  unfor- 
tunate it  is  that  the  inquiry  was  not  made  years  ago,  while 
those  who,  doubtless,  could  tell  us  so  much,  were  still 
with  us,  and  before  many  supposed  valueless  letters  and 
papers  had  been  destroyed. 

Whether  our  immediate  ancestors  deemed  their  family 
history  to  be  of  small  import  to  their  children,  or  were 
themselves  ignorant  of  its  brilliant  and  honorable  record, 
it  is  evident  that  very  little  of  the  story  has  passed  from 
father  to  son  for  several  generations.  Possibly  the  daily 
strife  with  adverse  circumstances  made  it  necessary  for 
them  to  always  look  ahead.  So  that,  in  these  degenerate 
days,  it  is  ''a  wise  lad  that  knoweth  his  own  grandfather.'' 
And  if  there  shall  be  created  a  larger  interest  in  their  an- 
cestors on  the  part  of  those  now  indifferent,  one  object  of 
this  sketch  will  have  been  attained. 


I  wish  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  an  elderly 
lady,  a  McLean  by  marriage,  from  whom  I  have  received 
much  valuable  assistance  and  good  advice  ;  who  has  made 
the  history  of  the  family  something  of  a  study  and  who, 
several  years  ago  furnished  a  partial  record  of  the  descend- 
ants of  Dr.  Neil  McLean  to  a  local  history  published  in 
Connecticut.  This  and  other  manuscript  she  has  placed 
in  my  hands  with  permission  to  use. 

It  may  be  noticed  that  the  spelling  of  the  name  is 
changed  with  the  Doctor's  advent.  Several  letters  from 
his  elder  brother,  Lachlan,  who  remained  in  Glasgow^ 
were  addressed:  "  Doctor  Neil  McLean,'^  while  they  were 
signed  always  :  '^  La:  MacLean."  But  the  Doctor  and 
all  of  his  descendants,  I  believe,  have  adhered  to  ^'^Mc.^^ 
An  authority  states  that  the  name  a§  originally  written  was 
^'^Mac-Ghille-eoin.^''  Mac  means  son,  Ghille  servant  and 
eoin,  John;  or,  taken  together,  ^^The  Sou  of  the  Servant 
of  St.  Johu.^^  During  the  period  of  Scottish  history 
when  -Gilleain,  the  founder  of  the  Clan,  was  born,  it  was 
the  custom  to  name  children  after  Biblical  characters, 
hence,  Gilleain  was  the  Gselic  contraction  which  meant 
'^Servant  of  St.  John.'' 

The  effort  to  locate  the  descendants  has  not  been  alto- 
gether successful,  and  some  dates  seem  now  to  be  unob- 
tainable, while  there  has  been  much  delay  on  account  of  a 
few  persons  being  so  slow  to  reply  to  my  letters  of  inquiry. 

If  some  families  or  individuals  occupy  more  space  than 
their  prominence  in  the  affairs  of  state  or  the  community 
would  seem  to  warrant,  it  is  because  more  information  has 
been  secured  regarding  them  which  is  deemed  available. 


T]4E  GL/\N   M/iCLEAJM 

Originated  in  the  Island  of  Mnll, 
one  of  the  Hebrides,  30  miles  long 
and  25  miles  wide,  and  separated 
from  the  mainland  of  Scotland  by 
the  Sound  of  Mull  on  the  north  and 
the  Firth  of  Lorn  on  the  east.  This 
Island  was  in  possession  of  the 
Norsemen  in  888,  but  it  is  probable 
that  they  made  no  permanent  set- 
tlement there.  In  the  year  11 66,  a 
bloody  battle  took  place  between 
Godred  and  Somerled,  Thane  of  Ar- 
gyle,  which  resulted  in  the  former 
ceding  to  the  latter  several  islands 
and  districts,  including  Islay,  Jura 
and  Mull.  It  is  recorded  that  the 
''Danes  were  put  to  flight,  the  land 
of  Mull  and  Morvern  being  freed  at 
last  from  their  yoke  and  slavery." 
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Angus  Og  MacDonald,  fifth  in  descent  from  Somerled, 
was  a  faithful  friend  of  Eobert  Bruce  in  his  attempt  to 
free  his  native  land  from  the  harsh  grasp  of  England. 
As  a  reward  for  his  great  services  Bruce  conferred  upon 
him  in  1314,  the  lordship  of  Lochaber,  and  the  islands  of 
Mull,  Jura,  Coll  and  Tiree,  which  had  belonged  to  the 
family  of  Lome.  Angus  Og  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
John,  as  first  Lord  of  the  Isles,  about  the  year  1329;  he 
died  about  1386,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Donald  as 
second  lord.  Donald  granted  to  Lachlan  MacLean, 
July  12,  1390,  charter  to  several  lands  and  holdings  in 
Mull  and  other  isles,  the  keepership  of  several  castles  and 
the  office  of  steward  of  the  house  of  Donald  of  the  Isles. 

The  MacLean^s  can  trace  their  origin  with  precision  to 
Old  Dougall  of  Scone,  who  is  described  as  an  ^-influen- 
tial, just  and  venerable  man,^''  and  who  flourished  about 
the  year  1100;  he  had  one  son  named  Eaingee,  whose  son 
Cuduilig  became  lay  abbot  of  the  monastery  of  Lismore 
in  Argyleshire  ;  his  son  was  Neil,  whose  son  was  Eath,  or 
MacEath,  who  is  said  to  have  married  a  sister  of  Somer- 
led.     He  had  a  son  named 

GiLLEAiN,  who  became  1st  Chief  and  founder  of  the 
Clan  MacLean,  or  MacCilleain ;  he  was  a  man  of  mark 
and  distinction,  and  flourished  about  1250 ;  his  son 

GiLLE-IosA,  2nd  chief,  was  a  distinguished  warrior, 
died  in  the  year  1300  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son 

Malcolm,  as  3d  chief,  who  fought  at  Bannockburn  at 
the  head  of  his  clan,  June  24,  1314,  and  died  in  the  reign 
of  King  David  Bruce.  He  had  three  sons,  Donald,  Niall 
and  John,  and  was  succeeded  as  4th  chief  of  the  clan  by 

John,  known  as  John  Dubh,  or  Black  John,  who 
married  a  daughter  of  Cumming,  lord  of  the  Braes  of 
Lochaber,  and  died  during  the  reign  of  Eobert  11.  He 
had  two  sons,  Lachlan  the  Wiley  and  Hector  the  Stern. 

Lachlan,  5th  chief,    married    Lady    Margaret   Mac- 
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Donald,  daughter  of  John,  1st  Lord  of  the  Isles,  in  1366, 
and  they  had  five  sons.  Hector,  John,  Lachlan,  Neil  and 
Somerled.     The  date  of  his  death  is  not  known;  his  son 

Hector  Roy,  6th  chief,  who  married  a  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Douglas,  was  a  celebrated  swordsman  and  of 
gigantic  strength.  Many  knights  who  had  gained  re- 
nown for  themselves  came  from  distant  parts  to  measure 
swords  with  him.  One  of  these  was  a  renowned  knight 
of  Norway.  They  met  at  Salen,  in  Mull,  where  they 
fought,  and  where  the  Norwegian  fell.  At  the  battle  of 
Harlaw,  July  24th,  1411,  he  and  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of 
Dram  engaged  each  other  in  single  combat  with  such  im- 
petuosity that  both  were  slain  before  any  assistance  could 
be  rendered  either.  The  sons  of  this  chief  were  named 
Lachlan  Bronnach  and  John  Dubh. 

Lachlaist  Bron^kach,  7th  chief,  was  with  his  father 
at  Harlaw,  and  was  made  prisoner  by  Alexander  Stewart, 
Earl  of  Mar,  whose  daughter,  the  Lady  Margaret,  he  sub- 
sequently married,  and  had  one  son,  Lachlan  Og,  his  heir 
and  successor  as  8th  chief.  By  his  second  wife,  who  was 
a  daughter  of  William  MacLeod  of  Harris,  he  had  two 
sons,  Neil  of  Ross  and  John  Garbh  of  Coll. 

Lachlan  Og,  8th  chief,  was  a  peaceful  man  and 
possessed  of  rare  judgment;  he  married  Catharine,  daugh- 
ter of  Colin  Campbell,  1st  Earl  of  Argyle;  and  although 
his  father-in-law  intended  to  involve  him  in  difficulties, 
he  skillfully  warded  off  every  blow  Argyle  attempted  to 
inflict,  and  was  living  as  late  as  1478.      His  son. 

Hector  Odhar,  on  becoming  9th  chief,  had  a  chance 
to  display  his  warlike  disposition  in  the  sanguinary  en- 
counters with  Angus  Mac  Donald.  At  the  head  of  his 
clan,  and  in  his  hereditary  post  of  Lieut.  General  to  the 
Lord  of  the  Isles,  he  fought  under  John,  4th  Lord,  at  the 
battle  of  Bloody  Bay,  in  1482,  and  it  is  said  that  at  Flod- 
den  Field,  where  he  was  killed,  Aug.  22,  1513,  he  ^'made 
his  body  a  shield  to  protect  his  king  from  wounds."^ 
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Before  the  time  of  Hector  Odhar,  the  chiefs  of  Mac- 
Lean,  with  those  of  many  other  clans,  had  been,  for  sev- 
eral generations,  in  feudal  subjection  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Isles — the  chiefs  of  the  clan  MacDonald,  at  that  time  the 
most  extensive  and  powerful  of  any  of  the  clans  in  west- 
ern Scotland.  From  them  they  had  received  a  great  por- 
tion of  their  lands,  which  had  been  confirmed  by  charter 
to  them  and  their  descendants.  The  MacDonalds  ^^ruled 
in  princely  style, ^''  and  the  MacLean^s  were  for  the  most 
part  willing  lieges,  in  time  considering  themselves  practi- 
cally independent  of  the  king  and  owing  allegiance  to  the 
Lord  of  the  Isles  only.  To  him  the  chiefs  of  MacLean 
were  nearly  related,  and  for  the  esteem  in  which  they 
Were  held,  very  important  trusts  were  committed  to  them, 
and  they  were  given  the  place  of  honor  in  battle.  The 
5th  in  sucession  was  made  Lieut.  General  in  war,  and  in 
battle  the  post  assigned  him  was  in  the  van,  at  the  right 
of  the  Lord  of  the  Isles.  These  honors  were  to  be  hered- 
itary, and  were  not  disputed  while  the  Lords  of  the  Isles 
retained  their  supremacy. 

The  MacDonalds,  although  they  had  done  so  much  to 
wrest  Scotland  from  the  power  of  England,  were  not  con- 
tent to  submit  quietly  to  the  king  whose  sovereignty  they 
had  largely  aided  to  restore.  They  were  in  frequent  con- 
flict with  the  reigning  monarch  and  fierce  and  bloody  bat- 
tles were  fought  in  contesting  their  claims  or  in  retaliation 
for  injuries  received.  The  chief  of  MacLean,  with  a  reti- 
nue of  his  own  men,  was  always  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  powerful  leaders,  and  the  valor  of  the  MacLean s 
has  been  celebrated  in  story  and  in  song,  as  it  was  exhib- 
ited from  Bannockburn  to  Flodden,  and  down  through 
the  centuries  to  Culloden. 

MacDonald  was  not  worthy  of  such  loyal  subjects,  for 
to  open  conflict  with  his  king,  the  4th  Lord  of  the  Isles 
added  treachery.  He  entered  secretly  into  a  compact 
with  the  king  of  England  and  the  banished  house  of 
Douglas,  which   had  for  its  object  no  less  than  the  con- 
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quest  of  Scotland  and,  in  the  event  of  success,  the  division 
of  the  kingdom  between  his  own  sons  and  the  Earl  of 
Douglas.  This  rebellion  was  suppressed  and  the  estates 
of  the  Lord  of  the  Isles  declared  forfeited  to  the  crown; 
but  they  were  restored  upon  his  humble  surrender  to  the 
king^s  mercy.  This  submission  to  the  king,  as  well  as 
his  father's  improvident  grants  to  other  clans,  was  very 
offensive  to  his  turbulent  son  Angus,  who  succeeded  in 
establishing  a  supremacy  over  his  father  among  the  chiefs 
of  the  isles,  and  raised  the  standard  of  revolt  against  his 
authority.  Consequently  John,  the  father,  went  to  Ster- 
ling and  resigned  most  of  his  possessions  to  the  king,  who 
agreed  to  support  him  against  his  son.  Several  expedi- 
tions against  Angus  failed.  In  the  fourth,  which  was  a 
naval  battle,  fought  in  1482,  Angus  succeeded  in  taking 
his  father  prisoner  and  establishing  himself  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  extensive  territories  of  the  clan.  But  his 
success  was  short-lived.  The  clans  were  continually  at 
odds  with  each  other,  until  finally  the  MacDonalds  were 
subdued  and,  in  1493,  at  a  parliament  held  in  Edinburgh, 
the  possessions  of  the  Lord  of  the  Isles  were  declared  to 
be  irrevocably  forfeited  to  the  crown. 

It  was  duriug  the  chieftaincy  of  Hector  Odhar  that  the 
clan  thus  became  independent  of  the  Lords  of  the  Isles, 
and  subject  only  to  the  king.  By  him  the  charters  to  their 
lands  were  confirmed.  Several  branches  of  the  clan  had 
already  sprung  from  the  parent  stock,  the  most  important 
of  which  were  the  families  of  Lochbuy,  Coll  and  Ardgour, 
and  to  each  of  them,  as  well  as  to  that  of  Duard,  (whose 
chief,  according  to  an  ancient  writer,  was  "callit  Great 
McClane^^)  separate  charters  were  given.  From  hence- 
forth ^^the  clan  rapidly  grew  in  influence  and  power  until 
it  reached  its  zenith,  near  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, at  which  time  it  was  accounted  the  most  powerful 
of  any  in  the  Hebrides." 

Lachlan  Catanach,  who  succeeded  Hector  Odhar  as 
10th  chief,  was  involved   with  the  chiefs  of  other  clans  in 
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an  insurrection  of  the  chief  of  Mac  Donald  by  which  it  was 
hoped  to  restore  to  the  Lords  of  the  Isles  their  former  su- 
premacy. Argyle,  as  usual,  was  deputed  by  the  king  to 
sup23ress  them.  The  conflict  was  long  and  the  success  of 
the  king^s  party  only  a  partial  one,  but  becoming  disgust- 
ed with  the  selfishness  and  recklessness  of  MacDonald, 
and  the  deceit  he  had  practiced  upon  them,  Lachhin  and 
the  chief  of  MacLeod  abandoned  his  cause  and  hastened 
to  offer  their  submission  to  the  regent,  then  m  place  of  the 
king,  who  had  fallen  at  Flodden.  Some  years  after,  Lach- 
lan  appears  to  have  been  on  terms  of  friendship  with  the 
new  king,  James  V.,  and  having  letters  of  protection  from 
him,  went  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  treacherously 
stabbed  to  death  while  in  bed  and  unprotected,  by  Sir 
John  Campbell  of  Calder,  brother  of  Sir  Colin,  Earl  of 
Argyle,  who  it  was  supposed  instigated  the  deed,  or  was 
at  least  privy  to  it. 

Hectoe  Mor,  or  Hector  the  Great  then  became  11th 
chief,  in  whom  was  realized  all  the  clan  could  desire  in  a 
noble  chieftain.  His  alliance  was  courted  by  many  of  the 
powerful  lords,  and  the  king  thought  it  of  importance  to 
secure  his  loyalty  by  calling  him  into  his  council;  hence 
we  find  him  taking  his  seat  in  parliament  as  one  of  the 
lords  of  the  kingdom.  In  1557,  a  contemplated  invasion 
of  the  lands  of  this  chief  by  Archibald  Campbell,  4th  Earl 
of  Argyle,  was,  when  he  found  that  Hector  was  ready  to 
receive  him  whether  he  came  as  friend  or  foe,  advisedly 
changed  into  a  nuptial  gathering  at  Duard  Castle,  where  a 
double  marriage  took  place,  Argyle  receiving  one  of  Mac- 
Lean^s  daughters  for  his  third  wife,  and  giving  his  own 
daughter,  Janet,  to  the  heir  of  the  chief  of  Duard. 

Hector  Og,  12th  chief,  turned  out  to  be  a  spendthrift, 
and  did  not  survive  his  father  more  than  5  years,  his  son, 

Lachlan  Mor,  becoming  13th  chief  in  1573,  before 
he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  was  called  Big  Lachlan, 
both  on   account  of    his  stature    and  the  greatness  of  his 
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mind,  and  was  the  most  accomplished  and  chivalrous  chief 
that  ever  held  sway  in  the  isles  or  mainland,  having  been 
brought  up  in  Edinburgh,  in  the  court  of  king  James  VI. 
He  became  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier,  renowned  for  per- 
sonal prowess  and  colossal  strength,  while  his  military 
genius  abundantly  fitted  him  to  meet  the  emergency  up- 
on which  the  future  of  his  clan  seemed  to  depend.  In 
1576,  at  the  age  of  18,  he  took  possession  of  the  estates, 
and  during  his  twenty-two  years'  rule  the  clan  was  almost 
continually  involved  in  strife,  either  for  the  king,  its  allies 
or  itself.  In  August,  1598,  he  was  slain  in  Islay,  through 
the  base  treachery  of  his  nephew.  Sir  James  MacDonald, 
who  had  persuaded  him  to  visit  the  island  on  pretext  of  an 
amicable  settlement  of  their  differences.  (See  Clan  Hist, 
p.  91.)  His  death,  in  the  41st  year  of  his  age,  was  deeply 
lamented,  not  alone  by  his  own  people,  but  by  the  High- 
land clans  generally.  His  affable  and  kind  bearing  to- 
ward his  vassals  and  friends,  his  cool  behavior  on  the  field 
of  battle  and  his  commanding  presence  always,  made  him 
an  ideal  chieftain,  while  his  early  education  biased  him  in 
favor  of  the  Reformed  religion,  which  he  ardently  em- 
braced from  a  conviction  of  its  truth,  and  thus  became  the 
first  Protestant  of  his  name.  By  example  as  well  as  pre- 
cept he  demonstrated  to  his  people  that  he  had  no  faith  in 
the  teachings  of  the  Romish  church. 

The  death  of  Lachlan  Mor  in  1598,  raised  his  son,  the 
second  Hector  Og,  then  twenty  years  of  age,  to  the  chief- 
tainship of  the  clan,  as  the  14th  of  the  line,  whose  first 
act  was  to  adopt  retaliatory  measures  upon  the  MacDon- 
alds  for  the  death  of  his  father  and  kinsmen,  and,  being 
joined  by  the  Camerons  of  Lochiel  and  other  friendly 
clans,  they  descended  on  Islay,  swept  the  MacDonalds  off 
the  island,  severely  wounded  their  chief  and  burned  their 
dM^ellings.  Hector  Og  died  in  1618  and  his  son,  the  sec- 
ond Hector  Mor,  became  15th  chief;  but  he  died  childless 
in  1636,  and  the  estates  fell  to  his  brother, 

Lachlai^,  16th  chief,  who  came  into  possession  under 
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most  favorable  circumstances.  He  had  power  and  influ- 
ence sufficient  to  guard  liim  against  any  open  attack,  pos- 
sessing the  favor  of  the  king,  (Charles  I.)  as  some  security 
against  treachery,  although  his  irreconcilable  foe,  Archi- 
bald Campbell,  8th  Earl  of  Argyle,  made  many  attempts 
to  entrap  him.  The  first  visit  of  Lachlan  to  court  since 
the  death  of  his  brother,  was  in  1631,  and  while  there 
Charles  created  him  a  baronet  of  Nova  Scotia,  by  the  title 
of  Sir  Lachlan  MacLean  of  Morvern.  The  reception 
tendered  him  by  the  king  made  a  lasting  impression  on 
his  generous  nature,  and  confirmed  him  in  that  steadfast 
loyalty  from  which  he  never  swerved,  but  which  laid  the 
foundation  for  many  disastrous  results  to  the  clan«. 

But  about  this  time  there  began  that  rapid  decline 
of  the  clan  in  power  and  possessions,  due  in  a  measure  to 
the  jealousies  existing  among  the  several  branches  of  the 
family  and  the  severe  conflicts  with  the  Clan  MacDonald, 
all  which  were  fostered  and  encouraged  by  the  avaricious 
King  James,  whose  grasping  policy  and  cunning  behests 
were  executed  by  those  princes  of  perfidy  and  duplicity, 
Archibald  and  Colin  Campbell;  but  more  especially  to  the 
machinations  and  greed  of  the  Campbells  who,  because 
they  could  not  induce  the  MacLeans  to  join  them  in  their 
treachery  and  intrigue,  and  being  covetous  of  their  lands 
and  holdings  in  the  isles,  became  their  most  bitter  foe. 

The  close  of  the  civil  wars  of  1644-8,  which  resulted  in 
the  triumph  of  the  parliamentary  armies  and  the  dethrone- 
ment of  King  Charles  I.,  who  was  condemned  to  death 
and  beheaded  in  January,  1649,  brought  to  the  front  the 
ambitious  and  unscrupulous,  the  result  of  which  was  that 
law  and  justice  were  trampled  under  foot.  The  time  had 
now  come  when  the  long  cherished  desire  of  the  house  of 
Argyle  against  the  MacLeans  might  be  realized.  Since 
the  commencement  of  this  strife  of  parliament  with  the 
king^s  forces  the  estate  of  MacLean  had  paid  none  of  the 
public  dues,  Sir  Lachlan  estimating  the  amount  of  those 
dues  as  a  remuneration  trifling  enough  to  indemnify  him 
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for  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  thousand  armed  followers 
on  behalf  of  the  king,  during  Montrose^s  campaigns;  and, 
from  conscientious  reasons,  he  now  felt  less  disposed  to 
pay  them  into  the  hands  of  those  whom  he  believed  had 
usurped  the  sovereign's  authority. 

Non-compliance  on  the  part  of  Sir  Lachlan  was  just 
what  Argyle  desired.  He  instantly  set  himself  about  pur- 
chasing all  the  debts,  both  public  and  private,  which  he 
could  find  against  the  Chief  of  MacLean;  and  these  debts, 
together  with  certain  alleged  to  be  owing  to  the  bishop  of 
the  isles,  and  some  old  debts,  for  the  payment  of  which  he 
pretended  to  be  security,  enabled  Argyle  to  establish  a 
claim  of  £30,000.  He  then  issued,  secretly  and  of  his 
own  authority,  a  writ  of  attachment  against  the  person  of 
Sir  Lachlan,  who  was  taken  prisoner  at  Inverary  and 
thrown  into  Argyle's  castle  of  Carrick  ''for  a  debt  due  to 
Archibald  Campbell,  marquis  of  Argyle.'^ 

For  upward  of  a  year  Sir  Lachlan  suffered  imprison- 
ment rather  than  sign  a  bond  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
debt,  demanded  by  Argyle.  His  health  at  length  declin- 
ing, and  seeing  no  hope  of  relief  by  legal  measures  in  a 
country  now  prostrate,  he  was  induced  to  yield  to  the 
wishes  of  his  friends,  and  signed  the  bond;  whereupon  he 
was  liberated,  to  return,  in  a  dying  condition,  to  his  castle 
in  Mull  where,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1648,  he  expired. 

The  settlement  of  this  claim  was  purposely  delayed  by 
the  Campbells  many  years,  and  continually  augmented 
until,  by  craft  and  falsehood,  added  to  great  influence  at 
court,  they  succeeded  in  obtaining  about  £  100,000  from 
the    MacLeans,  and  finally  the  larger  part  of  their  lands. 

It  is  recorded  that  ''Archibald  Campbell,  1st  Marquis 
of  Argyle,  for  his  many  crimes,  was  beheaded  at  the  cross 
of  Edinburgh,  May  27,  1661,^'  and  his  son  Archibald  "for 
treachery  and  treason,  was  beheaded  June  30,  1685. 
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The  history  of  the  clan  from  the  time  of  Sir  Lachlan, 
is  one  of  painful  interest.  It  continued  its  adherence  to 
the  house  of  Stuart  until  the  cause  became  utterly  hopeless, 
losing  immensely  in  men,  money  and  lands  in  its  defense. 
The  MacLeans  believed  that  the  Stuarts  were  their  right- 
ful sovereigns,  as  they  were,  according  to  the  old  law  of 
succession  which,  by  many  in  those  days  was,  and  even 
now  is,  considered  the  law  of  God. 

The  English  kings,  to  whom  they  were  compelled  to 
submit,  regarding  the  system  of  clanship  as  incompatible 
with  the  exercise  of  their  own  authority,  determined  to 
put  an  end  to  it,  and  very  severe  laws  were  enacted  for  the 
purpose.  The  chiefs  were  deprived  of  their  hereditary 
jurisdiction  and  the  power  to  protect  and  provide  for  the 
clansmen,  who  had  always  adhered  to  them  with  such  loy- 
alty and  love.  A  disarming  act  took  from  them  the  arms 
they  had  often  used  w^ith  such  vigor  and  skill,  so  that  not 
enough  v/ere  left  to  them  for  the  defense  of  their  homes. 
Heavy  penalties  were  inflicted  upon  any  found  in  pos- 
session of  weapons;  transportation  for  seven  years  follow- 
ing the  second  offense. 

Still  more  grievous  was  the  act  that  forbade  the  wear- 
ing of  the  dress  that  had  been  the  national  costume  from 
time  immemorial,  and  which  distinguished-  the  Highland- 
ers from  all  other  people,  and  by  slight  differences,  each 
clan  from  every  other.  The  Lowland  dress  was  very  in- 
convenient and  obnoxious,  and  they  felt  themselves  insult- 
ed at  being  compelled  to  wear  it;  but  for  any  man  or  boy, 
upon  whom  appeared  any  part  of  the  Highland  garb,  the 
punishment  for  the  first  offense  was  imprisonment  for  six 
months  and  for  the  second,  transportation  for  seven  years. 
So  unpopular  was  this  act  that  after  a  while  it  became  im- 
possible rigidly  to  enforce  it,  but  it  was  not  repealed  until 
it  had  been  on  the  statute  book  nearly  forty  years. 

In  the  meantime  these  oppressive  laws  had  driven 
thousands  of  Highlanders  out  of  the  country,  very  many 


15 
of  them  emigrating  to  America^  if  not  to  escape  religions 
persecution^  to  be  free  from  that  which  was  hardly  less 
nnjust  and  oppressive.  Wherever  they  went  they  carried 
with  them  a  passionate  love  of  their  old  home,  notwith- 
standing the  poverty  and  hardship  most  of  them  had  en- 
dured in  it.  Much  remained  of  the  old  clannish  feeling, 
the  tie  that  bound  them  to  one  another  and  loyalty  to  the 
chief,  a  chief  no  longer  except  in  name,  but  stil]  looked 
up  to  as  their  rightful  head,  and  as  such  held  in  reverence 
and   honor. 

The  hereditary  chief  at  the  present  time  is  the  26th  of 
the  line,  Sir  Fitzroy  Donald  MacLean,  10th  baronet  of 
Morvern.  He  has  visited  the  United  States,  the  last  time 
being  in  1893,  upon  invitation  of  the  Mac  Leans  of  Chicago 
and  vicinity  to  visit  the  Columbian  Exposition  and  be 
their  guest  during  his  stay  in  the  city,  A  royal  reception 
was  tendered  him  on  this  occasion,  and  at  the  banquet  on  a 
later  day,  he  appeared  in  full  Highland  costume,  the  plaid 
being  the  MacLean  dress  tartan;  his  bonnet,  with  the 
three  eaglets  feathers,  he  carried  in  his  right  hand.  He 
also  wore  the  Crimean  medal,  the  two  clasps  and  the 
Turkish  medal  which  he  had  received  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  services  in  the  Crimean  war.  Every  one  of  his 
clansmen  wore  the  tartan  in  one  form  or  another. 

The  menu  card  was  a  work  of  art  and  bore  upon  its 
title-page  the  family  crest,  an  uplifted  battle-ax  crossed 
by  a  branch  of  laurel  and  one  of  cypress.  Among  other 
honored  and  prominent  guests  were  Hector  MacLean  from 
Nova  Scotia  and  Archibald  John  Maclean  of  Pennycross. 
Sir  Fitzroy  responded  very  appropriately  and  feelingly  to 
the  toast,  ''Our  Guests,''  and  was  followed  by  Maclean  of 
Pennycross,  who  was  loudly  called  for  and  who  spoke  in  a 
very  interesting  manner. 

During  the  chiefs  stay  much  time  was  spent  in  driving 
about  the  city  and  visiting  places  of  interest.  A  concert 
was  the  last  of  the  entertainments   provided,  the  music 
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being  exclusively  Scottish,  whether  produced  by  the  bag- 
pipes, the  violm,  the  orchestra  or  the  rich  and  cultivated 
human  voice.  Thus  the  festivities  closed  and  the  chief 
left  the  city  for  his  home  in  England,  having  made  a  very 
favorable  impression  upon  his  clansmen,  and  he  has  since 
expressed  his  deep  appreciation  of  their  courtesy  and  the 
warm  hearted  reception  given  him. 

The  family  of  Penny  cross,  whose  chieftain  is  a  very 
able  and  intelligent  man,  is  a  late  branch  of  the  clan,  de- 
scended from  Hector  Mor,  12th  chief,  though  his  second 
son,  John  Dubh.  In  time  there  came  to  be  very  many 
branches,  each  with  a  chief  of  its  own,  who  was  regarded 
as  the  representative  of  the  founder  of  the  family,  and  as 
such  bound  to  protect  and  provide  for  the  clansmen  thus 
connected  with  him,  while  they  in  return  were  under  obli- 
gation to  render  to  him  fealty  and  obedience.  The  heads 
of  these  branches  were  very  generally  called  lairds,  a  term 
implying  a  considerable  landed  estate  and.  tenantry,  and 
from  each  of  these  allegiance  was  due  to  the  chief  of  the 
house  of  Duard,  who  was  descended  in  the  line  of  the  eld- 
est son,  from  the  progenitor  of  all,  Gilleain. 

An  association  has  been  formed  in  Scotland  which  has 
a  branch  or  branches  in  that  country  and  in  America, 
having  for  its  objects  '^the  reviving  and  promoting  of  clan 
interests  and  sentiments  by  collecting  and  preserving  rec- 
ords and  traditions;  the  cultivation  of  social  intercourse 
among  its  members;  the  rendering  of  assistance  to  needy 
and  deserving  clansmen  and  the  encouraging  of  the  study 
of  the  Gaelic  language  and  literature.'"  To  this  society 
every  person  bearing  the  name  of  the  clan  by  birth  or 
marriage,  however  spelled,  and  every  one  whose  mother 
was  a  MacLean,  is  eligible. 


THE  MACLEANS  OF  COLL.  ' 

It  is  of  one  of  the  older  and  more  powerful  branches 
that  we  have  now  to  treat,  as  it  is  to  this  that  the  writer 
and  those  for  whom  this  imperfect  sketch  is  especially  de- 
signed belong.  In  introducing  this  branch  we  must  go 
back  many  generations — to  Lachlan  Bronnach,  7th  chief 
of  the  clan.  He  was  living  in  1463;  it  is  not  known  how 
long  he  survived  that  year.       His  third  son  was 

Joh:n  Garbh,  so  called  from  his  gigantic  stature  and 
great  strength.  The  clan  was  then,  as  it  had  been  for 
more  than  a  century,  subject  to  the  Lord  of  the  Isles,  and 
from  him  John  Garbh  demanded  an  inheritance.  In  re- 
sponse he  was  granted  the  island  of  Coll,  six  miles  from 
Mull,  14  miles  long  and  2  1-2  wide,  together  with  lands  in 
Mull.  Afterwards  he  purchased  the  island  of  Rum.  He 
married  Isabella,  daughter  of  Eraser  of  Lovat,  and  became 
the  founder  of  a  highly  esteemed  and  influential  branch 
of  the  clan,  of  which  he  was  the  1st  laird.       His  only  son, 

JoHi^  Abeach,  the  2nd  laird  of  Coll,  married  Jannet, 
daughter  of  Ewen,  5th  MacLean  of  Urqu chart,  by  whom 
he  had  two  sons,  John  and  Hector,  who  were  very  young 
at  the  time  their  father  was  killed  by  Cameron  of  Lochiel. 
A  certain  tribe  of  the  Camerons,  however,  fought  bravely 
for  Coll  and  rescued  and  took  care  of  the  children. 

John,  the  eldest  son,  was  in  possession  of  the  estate  in 
1493  and  up  to  1545.  There  is  no  record  of  issue,  and  he 
was  succeeded  m  his  estates  by  his  brother, 

Hector,  as  4th  laird  of  Coll,  who  was  a  man  of  letters, 
understood  Latin  well  and  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
writing  poetry.  In  1561  a  feud  broke  out  between  the 
families  of  Duard  and  Coll  on  account  of  the  former  in- 
sisting on  the  latter  following  him  in  all  his  private  quar- 
rels, like  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  tribe.  Coll  declined, 
because  he  held  his  lands  direct  from  the  crown.  Irritat- 
ed by  the  independent  tone  assumed  by  Coll,  the  lord  of 
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Dnard  proceeded  to  exercise  such  tyranny  over  his  weaker 
neighbor^  and  caused  his  lands  to  be  ravaged  and  his  ten- 
ants to  be  imprisoned  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Coll  fam- 
ily was  brought  from  very  prosperous  circumstances  to  the 
brink  of  ruin,  and  it  was  several  years  before  the  privy 
council  took  note  of  the  situation  and  Duard  was  ordered 
to  make  reparation.  Hector  married  Meve,  daughter  of 
Alister  MacDonald  of  Islay,  by  whom  he  had  one  son, 

Hector  Roy,  who  became  5th  laird  of  Coll;  he  mar- 
ried Marian,  daughter  of  Hector  Og,  13th  chief  of  Duard. 
They  had  but  one  son, 

Lachlajs",  who  became  6th  laird,  and  ruled  between 
1580  and  1G40,  being  considered  one  of  the  principal  land- 
lords of  the  isles.  It  is  stated  that  when  he  became  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  the  reformed  doctrines  he  converted 
his  tenants  from  popery  by  meeting  them  when  going  to 
chapel  and  driving  them  back  into  a  barn,  where  the  Pres- 
byterian clergyman  was  to  preach.  He  married  Florence, 
daughter  of  the  laird  of  MacLeod  and  they  had  five  chil- 
dren: John  Garbh,  his  successor,  Hector  of  the  isle  of 
Muck,  Neil  of  Drimnacross,  and  Catherine  and  Jannet. 
He  lived  to  a  good  old  age  and  was  much  respected. 

There  were  nine  chieftains  or  lairds  after  Lachlan,  and 
they  were  among  the  most  popular  landlords  of  their  day. 
Being  all  of  them  well  and  some  of  them  highly  educated, 
with  cultivated  tastes  and  manners,  they  were  known  and 
highly  esteemed  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  their  island 
home.  Very  interesting  particulars  concerning  them 
may  be  obtained  from  Prof.  MacLean^s  ^'^History  of  the 
Clan,'^  and  also  from  Dr.  Johnson^s  and  Boswell's  ac- 
counts of  their  ^'Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"^  made  in  1773. 

When  Dr.  Neil  McLean  came  to  America,  Hector,  the 
11th  laird,  one  of  the  greatest  and  best  chiefs  the  Coll 
branch  had  ever  known,  was  in  possession  of  the  island  or 
the  greater  part  of  it,  and  being  a  not  distant  relative,  was 
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doubtless  well  known  to  him.  This  chief  did  much  to 
improve  the  estate  ;  by  judicious  management  he  freed  it 
from  debt  and  accumulated  besides  a  handsome  fortune. 
^^His  influence  was  so  great  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  he 
had  the  direction  of  the  whole  clan.^^  But  the  times  were 
hard  for  the  islanders,  their  most  enterprising  men  desert- 
ed them  for  newer  and  freer  countries  and  the  heirs  of 
Hector  could  not  retain  the  estate  as  he  had  left  it  to 
them.  Leaving  no  son,  the  succession  fell  to  his  broth- 
ers, Lachlan  and  Hugh.       The  grandson  of  the  latter, 

Hugh,  15th  of  Coll,  received  the  estate  greatly  bur- 
dened by  debt,  which  he  increased  by  expenditures  for 
im.provements.  Finally,  in  1856,  he  was  obliged  to  sell  it, 
which  caused  him  bitter  sorrow.  "The  day  on  which  this 
was  done,^*  says  the  historian,  '^^was  an  evil  one  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Coll.  The  long  line  of  lairds  had  been  gen- 
erous to  those  who  had  looked  to  them  for  succor.'^ 

Alexander,  16th  of  Coll,  inherited  the  noble  quali- 
ties of  his  forefathers,  but  he  never  married,  and  died  in 
South  Africa  in  1(S75.  In  him  the  family  of  Coll  in  the 
direct  line  became  extinct. 

The  MacLeans  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  their 
history  and  ancestry,  even  though  it  be  judged  by  the 
light  and  civilization  of  the  present  age.  Of  all  the  clans 
of  Scotland  none  is  more  deserving  of  honorable  mention 
and  of  having  its  history  carefully  recorded  than  that  of 
MacLean.  For  centuries  it  held  a  conspicuous  place  for 
independence  of  bearing  and  disinterested  loyalty  in  the 
history  of  Scotland.  It  was  an  eminent  scholar  of  an- 
other race  who  said,  in  writing  of  ancient  times:  "There 
were  mighty  men  in  Mull  in  those  days  and  the  MacLeaDs 
were  among  the  mightiest.^'  .  .  .  The  MacLeans,  if 
not  always  wise  m  action,  were  generous  in  purpose  and 
noble  in  conduct.'^  And  still  another  writes:  "The 
MacLeans  were  all  brave  men,  all  Hectors,  and  the  finest 
swordsmen  in  the  Highlands.'^ 


THE  MACLEANS  OF  DEIMNACEOSS 

Descended  from  Xeil  Mac  Lean,  3d  son  of  Lachlan,  6tli 
laird  of  Coil. 

Neil  married  Florence,  daiigliter  of  Allan  MacDonald 
of  Morrer  and  had  two  sons.  Hector  and  Allan,  and  six 
daughters.  He  accompanied  Sir  Lachlan  MacLean,  17th 
chief  of  the  clan,  during  the  civil  wars,  was  an  officer  in 
one  of  the  Highland  regiments  that  fought  for  Prince 
Charles  against  Cromwell,  and  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  battle  of  Inverkeithing,  July  20,  165 L  In  this  battle 
there  were  800  MacLeans  and  700  Buchanans  and  others 
under  the  young  chief.  Sir  Hector,  wdio  withstood  and 
repulsed  for  four  hours,  the  attacks  of  a  section  of  Crom- 
weirs  army  of  thrice  their  own  number,  which  had  en- 
tirely surrounded  them.  But  their  desperate  purpose 
being  to  "neither  yield  nor  fly,^^  they  fought  with  unaba- 
ted fury  until  there  were  but  forty  left  alive  of  the  Mac- 
Leans,  these  being  severely  wounded  and  taken  prisoners. 

Hectoe,  the  eldest  son  of  Neil,  was  a  captain  in  Sir 
John  MacLean^s  regiment  at  Killiecrankie,  July  27,  1689, 
and  was  killed  at  Dunkeld.      The  second  son, 

Allan,  of  Grisiboll,  near  the  center  of  Coll,  married 
Catherine  MacLean  of  Balliphetrish,  in  Tiree,  of  the 
family  of  Borreray.  Their  children  w^ere  Lachlan,  John, 
Neil,  Allan,  Florence  and  Mary.  Lachlan  was  a  mer- 
chant in  Glasgow,  John  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Rev. 
John  MacLean  of  Kilmore,  in  Mull,  and  his  son  was  a 
merchant  in  Norfolk,  Va. ;  Neil  was  bred  to  the  medical 
profession  and  Allan  became  a  lieutenant  and  commissary 
in  Connecticut,  and  was  for  a  time  a  merchant. 


DOCTOR   NEIL   McLEAN 

Was  born  in  the  island  of  Coll  about  the  year  1702  and 
came  to  America  in  1736  with,  according  to  tradition,  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Morrison,  (being  associated  with  him  later 
in  several  intricate  cases)  and  settled  in  Hartford,  Conn. 
On  the  5th  of  January,  1737,  he  married  Mrs.  Hannah 
(Stillman)  Caldwell  and  they  had  six  children.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  George  Stillman,  who  came  from  London 
about  1680  and  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Lieutenant 
Philip  Smith,  and  granddaughter  of  Nathaniel  Foote,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Wethersfield.  General  Warren  and 
James  Otis,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  were  grand-nephews 
of  the  Dr.'s  wife.  She  died  Apr.  22,  1755,  aged  52  years, 
and  in  1757  he  married  Mrs.  Knowles,  who  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1766;  his  first  wife,  however,  was  the  mother  of  all 
his  children.  He  was  a  noted  physician  of  extensive 
practice,  a  man  of  refined  education,  great  dignity  and 
ease  of  manner  and  of  uncommon  benevolence  of  heart. 
On  a  fine  elevation  some  distance  from  the  main  road  to 
Bloomfield,  was  situated  his  handsome  country-seat,  his 
home  during  his  later  years.  The  mansion  was  reached 
through  an  avenue  of  white  pine  trees.  Soon  after  his 
death  the  beautiful  pines  were  cut  down  because  they 
^'shaded  the  soil."  The  Dr.  must  have  been  a  very  in- 
dulgent father,  for  his  children  seem  to  have  been  allowed 
to  spend  his  abundant  income  freely,  and  when  he  died, 
they  having  no  steady  employment  were  without  means  of 
support  and  soon  became  poor,  though  intelligent  and 
well  educated.  It  was  while  on  a  visit  at  the  house  of  his 
friend,  Capt.  Nichols,  in  Hartford,  that  his  death  oc- 
curred, January  15th,  1784. 

The  Dr.'s  youngest  brother,  Allan,  soon  followed  him 
to  America  and  settled  a  few  miles  from  him  on  the  Conn 
river.  Susanna  Beauchamp,  the  daughter  of  a  promi- 
nent merchant  of  Hartford,  was  his  first  wife,  but  she  died 
a  few  months  afterward,  and  he  took  for  his  second  wife 
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Mary  Loomis  of   Bolton,  Conn.,  who  became  the  mother 
of  his  four  children.       A  full  record  of  his  descendants, 
many  of  whom  are  now  living,  may  be  found  in  the  '*Gen- 
ealogy  of  the  Loomis  Family — Female  Branches/' 

Children  of  Dr.  Neil  McLean: 


1. 

Allan, 

bapt. 

Oct.  2,  1737, 

d. 

Sept.  19, 

1741. 

2. 

Lachlan, 

Nov.  4,  1739, 

d. 

in  July. 

1813. 

3. 

Allan  2d, 

Dec.  '3,1741, 

d. 

in  March 

1829. 

4. 

John, 

Jan.  29, 1744, 

d. 

Sept.    2  , 

1822. 

5 

Neil, 

Feb.    9,  1746 

d 

in  Aug. 

1793. 

6. 

Catherine 

Sept  23,  1748, 

d. 

Oct.    26, 

1753. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Dr.'s  eldest  child,  Allan,  and 
his  youngest,  Catherine,  lived  to  be  but  four  and  five  years 
of  age,  respectively,  while  his  third  son,  Allai^  2d,  reached 
the  ripe  age  of  eighty-eight.  Graduating  at  Yale  College 
in  1762,  he  studied  and  practiced  medicine  and  married 
Mary  Sloan  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  They  had  two  sons 
and  five  daughters,  but  none  of  their  descendants  bearing 
the  McLean  name  are  now  living. 

JoHK,  the  4th  son,  a  farmer  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  mar- 
ried Sarah,  daughter  of  Daniel  Goodwin  of  Hartford.  She 
was  "a  woman  of  good  sense,  ardent  piety  and  more  than 
common  excellence;"  of  one  of  that  city's  best  families. 
They  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  She  died  May 
5,  1817,  aged  70  years.       The  children  were: 

1.  Dolly  Goodwin,     b.  May   18,  1771,     d.    May    1,  1861. 

married  to  William  Williston  of  Suffield. 

2.  John,  b.     in  1776,     d.    Nov.  8,  1805. 

3.  James,  b.    May  6,    1779,     d.    Jan.  2,  1865. 

4.  Harry,  b.  Apl.  30,   1782,     d.  Aug.  20,  1844. 

5.  Sally,  b.    in  1784,     d.   Nov.  17,  1815. 

married  to  Elmer  Vining  of  Simsbury. 

6.  Betsey  Goodwin,  b.  in  Aug.  1787,  d.  Nov.  15,  1810 
John  was  a  sailor  and  died  unmarried.  James  was  a  sea 
captain  and  was  seventeen  years  on  board  a  British  man- 
of-war;  was  twice  married  but  left  no  children,  and  died 
at  Sailor's  Snug  Harbor,  Staten  Island.  Harry  married 
Susanna  Gillett,  Dec.  22,  1807.     They  had  eight  children: 
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1  Betsey,  b.  April  25,  1810,  married  Elizur  Latimer 

in  1830;  removed  to  Ohio  and  died  there. 

2  Polly,  b.  April  30,  1812,  d.  Jan.  10,  1817. 

3  Heary,  b.  April  17,  1814,  d.  May  25.  1815. 

4  Henry  2nd,  b.   May   26,  1816,  d.  Oct  24,  1863. 

5  John,  b    April  25,  1818,  d.  Feb  16,  1897. 

6  Daniel  Goodwin,  b.  Sept.     3,  1820,  d.  Mar.  30,  1895. 

7  Susanna,     married  Watson  Dewej^  of  Granby.    d.  in  1854. 

8  Alexander  Dana,  b     May  24,  1829, 

Heney  2d  married  Abigail  Allyn  Jan.  9,  '46.  They  had 
three  sons;  one  died  aged  four  years,  the  others,  Henry 
and  Frank,  are  married  and  living  the  one  in  Hartford 
and  the  other  in  Bloomfield.  John  married  Elizabeth 
Allyn,  cousin  of  Abby,  in  1842.  They  had  two  sons  and 
three  daughters  but  the  sons  left  no  male  heirs.  Daniel 
Goodwin  married  Maria  Dana  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa,  March 
26,  1850,  removed  to  Enterprise,  Fla.  and  died  there. 
Their  son,  Daniel  G.  Jr.,  married  at  Quitman,  Ga.,  Sept. 
4th,  ^95,  Lulu  L.  Hardee.  Alexander  Dana  was  a 
farmer  and  surveyor  in  Bloomfield;  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  in  '63,  but  removed  to  Wisconsin  in  ''69,  being 
there  occupied  in  farming  and  building,  and  held  various 
town  and  county  offices.  In  '78  he  removed  to  Chester, 
Va.,  where  he  built  several  houses,  also  the  Presbyterian 
charch,  being  one  of  the  organizers  and  elders  of  that  so- 
ciety there.  In  1881  he  removed  to  Wallingford,  Mass., 
where  he  has  since  resided.  While  he  has  dealt  in  tobacco, 
not  only  raising,  but  buying  and  selling  for  upwards  of  25 
years,  yet  he  never  used  the  weed  in  his  life.  On  the  30th 
March,  1851,  he  married  Ellen  A.  Dana,  sister  of  Maria. 
She  died  in  July,  '63.  They  had  two  children:  a.  Harry 
Francis,  (who  married  Nancy  Stewart,  settled  in  Indiana 
and  have  a  son  and  daughter;)  b.  Nellie  Edith,  who  was 
married  to  Pitman  Angel  of  Manchester,  Va.  Alexander 
Dana's  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Mary  J,  Churchill  of  Weth- 
ersfield,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Charles  Levi,  who  mar- 
ried Emma  Toothe  and  lives  in  Wallingford,  Mass.,  with 
two  sons,  Harry  E.  and   Russell  J.  McLean. 
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Neil,  5th  son  of  Dr.  Neil  McLean,  was  a  seaman.  It 
is  recorded  that  he  also  ^'enlisted  for  the  war  in  Col.  S.  B. 
Webb's  regiment  in  May,  1777."  In  1770  he  married 
Anna  Olapp,  ^^a  woman  of  much  energy  of  character 
and  moral  excellence. '^       Their  children  were: 

1.  Hannah,    b.  in  1771,        d.     June  27,    1845. 

2.  Rachel,       b.  in  1774,  d.  unm.  in  Springville,  in  1859. 

3.  Hugh,        b.     in     July,  1776,        d.  August   11,  1811. 

4.  Neil  was  probably  a  sailor.     No  definite  information. 

5.  Donald  perished  in  shipwreck  in  1811. 

6.  Norman,  b.  in  1783,  d.  unm.  in  Savannah,  Ga.  in  1811. 

7.  Truman,        b.        in        1786,        d.     July    2,     1813. 

8.  Ann,  b.  Jan.  22,  1787,        d.     Oct.  15,     1859. 
9:    Walter,     perished  with  his  brother  Donald. 

Hannah,  married  first  to  Wm.  Pratt  of  Northampton  and 
second  to  Cornelius  VanDorn,  died  in  Brattleboro,  Vt. 
Hugh  went  to  sea  with  Capt.  Strong  in  1793,  became  a 
captain,  and  died  unmarried,  in  Salem,  Mass.  Dok^ald 
was  captain  of  the  brig  Aurora;  he  married  Harriet  May 
of  Farmington,  Conn,  and  they  had  three  sons,  Donald, 
Neil  and  John.  The  first  two  went  to  sea  and  Donald  was 
lost  in  some  voyage,  while  Neil  died  in  a  southern  port, 
leaving  at  the  north  a  wife,  son  and  daughter.  (The  son 
married  and  had  one  daughter  and  soon  after  he  and  his 
wife  died.  The  daughter  of  Neil  married  a  Smith.) 
John  settled  in  Allentown,  Pa.,  was  twice  married  but  had 
no  children.  Truman"  was  a  shipmaster,  married  Sally 
Wadsworth  June  8,  1812.  They  had  one  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth, who  was  married  to  Royal  Payne  in  1838,  and  died 
in  Brooklyn  in  '86.  Ann  married  Richard  Wadswortli, 
brother  of  Sally,  in  1810.  They  removed  to  Canandaigua, 
N.  Y.,  thence  to  Buffalo  and  Springville,  where  she  died. 
She  had  seven  children;    her  husband  died  in  1861. 

This  record  shows  that  Neil  Jr.,  like  his  brother  Allan, 
left  no  descendants  who  have  perpetuated  the  McLean 
name,  and  the  living  descendants  of  their  brother  John 
are  but  nine. 
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It  is  singular  that  so  many  of  the  grandsons  of  the  Doc- 
tor should  have  chosen  a  sea-faring  life;  it  may  have  been 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  country  in  part,  and  they  may 
have  inherited  a  love  for  the  sea  from  their  forefathers, 
who  were  probably  almost  as  much  at  home  upon  it  as 
upon  the  narrow  island  on  which  they  were  born. 

Lachlan,  the  eldest  son  of  Dr.  Neil  who  reached 
maturity,  married  Lucy  Humphrey,  a  very  estimable  wo- 
man, and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  They  removed  to 
Whitestown,  N.  Y.  about  the  year  1796,  w^here  she  died  in 
April,  1832,  over  90  years  of  age.      Their  children  were: 

1.     Hector,  b.     in   Dec  1763.     d.     Auar.  5,  1800. 

2      Charles,         b.      Oct.    20,      1765,     d.         in         1805. 

3.  Mary  Ann,  married  to  Mr.  Gill^tt  of  Fayetteville,  N.Y. 

4.  Archibald,     b       April    28,    1771,     d.  18     . 

5.  William,        b.       Dec.       2,     1774,     d.  Mar.  12,  1848. 
6      .lames,  b   in  July,  1779,     died    young. 

7.     Lucy,  b.  in  Aug.  178  ',  married  Stephen  Randolph. 

Hector  was  captain  of  the  brig  Friendship,  and  died 
in  Lisbon,  Portugal.  ,  A  Hartford  paper  in  noticing  his 
death,  said  of  him:  '^A  man  universally  esteemed  and 
much  lamented  by  his  acquaintances.^''  Esther  Chaffee 
was  his  first  wife,  but  she  died  childless  in  1790,  aged  25. 
He  then  married  Dolly  Bissell  and  they  had  two  children: 
Esther  Chatfee,  born  in  1797,  who  married  Morris  Tucker 
of  Agawam,  Mass.,  and  had  one  daughter,  married  to  a 
Mr.  Douglas;  and  Henry  Augustus,  who  became  a  sailor, 
died  at  sea  and  was  buried  in  Denmark,  a  young  man  un- 
married.    The  mother  died  at  St.  Augustine  Fla  ,  in  1838. 

Charles  was  a  farmer,  married  Nancy  Wadsworth  in 
179 — ,  and  they  had  eight  children: 


Charles, 

b.     in 

179  , 

d. 

in 

1858. 

Chester, 

b. 

1796, 

d. 

1875. 

Humphrey, 

d. 

1865. 

Anson, 

'  b.  Oct. 

17 

,  1798, 

d. 

1887. 

Sally, 

b. 

d. 

Betsey, 

b. 

d. 

at  the  age  of  18. 

Susan, 

b. 

d. 

Mvria, 

b. 

d. 
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Charles  married  Deborah  VanDeusen  and  settled  in 
Mich,  about  the  year  1830,  first  m  Saginaw  county,  then  he 
removed  to  Genesee  county  where  he  kept  hotel,  thence  to 
Oakland  county,  dying  there  in  "58  and  leaving  four  sons: 
Ira,  a  farmer,  who  died  in  '64;  Lachlan,  carpenter  and 
dentist,  who  died  in  '73;  Hector,  farmer,  who  died  in  '68, 
and  James,  a  physician,  who  died  in  California  in  '76. 
I  have  been  unable  to  learn  anything  of  their  families. 

Chestee  was  born  in  Steuben  Co.  and  died  in  Ellisbnrgh. 
One  year  after  his  father's  death  he  went  to  live  with  an 
aunt,  one  of  his  father's  sisters,  and  the  wife  of  Joseph 
McKee,  a  fa^rmer  of  Jefferson  county,  and  worked  on  the 
farm  until  he  was  grown  to  young  manhood  when  he  chose 
to  become  a  sailor,  and  for  seventeen  seasons  sailed  on 
Lake  Ontario,  most  of  that  time  being  captain  of  one  of 
the  largest  vessels.  In  1824  he  married  Lucinda,  eldest 
daughter  of  Ezra  Stearns^  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  the 
lake  in  the  town  of  Ellisburgh.  She  proved  a  loyal  help- 
meet and  together  they  soon  cleared  the  farm  from  debt. 
A  fine  house  of  blue-stone  was  erected  on  it,  and  here  they 
lived  until  called  to  their  final  rest,  Lucinda  dying  in  1896 
at  the  age  of  93  years.  Chester  was  a  man  strictly  honest 
in  all    his  dealings,  temperate  in  all  things  and  very  in- 


dustrious.      They  had 

six 

children: 

William,         b. 

in 

1825, 

Electa,             b. 

1829,         d.       in          1876. 

Charles  H.,    b. 

1831.         d.  unm.  in  1863. 

Ezra  S.,          b. 

1833 

M  enzo,             b 

1841,         d.              in  1872. 

Frank,              b. 

1815,      •  d               "     1872. 

William  married    Sarah    K 

^eaip    and    has    four    children 

Xellie  Electa,  who  married  a  Mr.  Martin  of  Belleville,  a 
farmer;  George  and  Alden,  both  married  and  live  with 
their  father  and  mother  on  the  old  farm,  and  Floss,  who 
married  and  lives  in  Providence,  R.  I.  Electa  married 
George  Stearns,  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer,  and  had  four 
children.  Ezra  S.  became  a  dealer  in  live  stock  in  Bata- 
via.  III.       In  1859  he  married   Ellen  X.  Wood,  a  teacher. 
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and  they  had  five  children:  Addie  L.,  born  in  1860^  who 
has  been  a  teacher  for  twenty  years;  Frank  E.,  born  in 
1861,  a  conductor  on  0.  B.  &  Q.,  who  married  Florence 
Thompson  and  has  tw^o  sons,  Charles  A.,  born  in  ^86  and 
Frank  Lester,  born  in  ^89;  Fred  L.,  born  in  1864,  who 
is  a  pressman  in  a  printing  office  in  DeKalb,  111.,  married 
Eva  Knode  in  '89  and  has  two  daughters,  Doris  K.  and 
Ruth  A,;  Ezra  A.,  born  in  '66,  who  became  a  tailor,  and 
Charles  H.,  born  in  '74,  and  died  in  "76.  Menzo,  4th  son 
of  Chester,  became  a  farmer,  married  Ellen  Ramsdell,  but 
they  had  no  children.  Frank  married  and  had  two  sons 
but  both  died  in  infancy. 

Humphrey  was  a  farmer;  he  married  a  Miss  Van 
Deusen,  and  about  1833  removed  from  Gouverneur,  N.  Y. 
to  Saginaw  county,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  six  years, 
then  removed  to  Genesee  county  where  he  died,  leaving 
three  sons:  1.  Seth,  born  in  18'v7,  who  became  a  lumber- 
man and  salt  manufacturer,  and  died  in  Bay  City  in  '94, 
leaving  one  son,  Adelbert,  born  m  '53  and  now  residing  in 
California;  2.  Carl  C,  born  in  '36,  became  a  lumberman, 
died  in  '84  and  left  two  sons,  Ed.,  born  in  '58,  now  in  Ar- 
kansas in  the  lumber  business  and  Burd,  born  in  '65,  who 
enlisted  in  the  navy  in  May,  '98;  3.  William  S.,  born  in 
Genesee  Co.,  Mich.,  in  1844,  is  a  lumberman,  boat  owner, 
etc.,  in  Saginaw,  and  has  one  son,  Gaylord,  born  in  '66. 

AnsOist  was  born  in  Steuben,  Oneida  Co.,  learned  the 
saddler  and  harness  makers'  trade  in  Water  town  under  J. 
Pierrepont,  but  did  not  follow  that  trade  many  years.  In- 
stead, he  kept  for  nine  years  the  hostelry  in  Adams,  N.  Y., 
known  as  the  "'Stone  Hotel,"  and  later,  for, ten  years  or 
more  immediately  preceding  his  death,  was  proprietor  of 
the  '^Salmon  River  House"  at  Pulaski.  Mary  Parsons 
was  his  first  wife,  but  sne  lived  only  a  few  years  after  their 
marriage,  and  their  only  child,  Mercy,  died  at  about  seven 
years  of  age.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah  M.  Whaley  of 
Verona,  by  whom  he  had  five  children: 

Charles  Erasmus,  b.  Oct.  22,    1834,  d.  Sept.  6,  1865. 
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William  H.,  b.  July  12,  1841,  d.  m  infancy. 

Cornelia  Grant,      b.   May  25,  1843,  d.  unmarried. 
Sarali  Frances,       b.  June  15.  1850   married  Charles 
Britton  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  died  childless. 
James  H.,  b.  Feb.  13,  1853. 

Charles  Erasmus  was  born  in  Adams,  and  died  in  W^ash- 
ington,  D.  0.  He  marrried  Marinda  Lydia  Adams  of 
Staten  Island,  and  tliey  had  two  children,  Marie  Frances, 
who  became  the  wife  of  M.  E.  Driscoll,  attorney,  of  Syr- 
acuse, in  ^86,  and  Charles  Adams,  a  physician,  who  died 
in  ^91.  James  H.  married  Eliza  F.  Fitzgerald  of  Oneida, 
Sept.  1st,  '73;  their  children  are:  Frank  H.,  born  Oct.  30, 
'76,  now  residing  in  Albany;  James  Whaley,  born  in  Jan. 
'87,  died  in  Sept.,  '97:  Marie,  born  Mar.  5,  '90,  and  Paul, 
born  Feb.  8,  '96.  James  H.  and  family  reside  in  Rome 
and  he  is  a  dealer  in  stoves,  furnaces,  roofing,  etc. 

Sally  became  the  wife  of  Joshua  Ward,  a  farmer,  and 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  They  had  eight  children;  he 
died  in  June,  1870,  aged  85  years.  SusAisr  was  married 
to  Joseph  Swift,  a  farmer  of  Cherry  Valley,  and  had  four 
children:  Elizabeth,  married  to  Noah  Evans;  Irene,  mar- 
ried to  Wm.  B.  Kendall;  Eunice,  married  to  J.  J.  Hume, 
all  of  Illinois,  and  Joseph,  who  resides  in  South  Dakota. 
Maria  married  Alden  Spooner  Bates,  saddler  and  harness 
maker,  and  they  settled  in  Jefferson  county.  She  had 
four  children  but  died  soon  after  the  last  was  born. 

Archibald,  3d  son  of  Lachlan,  was  a  cooper  by  trade. 
In  the  spring  of  1795  he  married  in  New  Hartford,  N.Y., 
Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  Judge  Merrill,  a  wealthy 
man  of  New  York  City.  They  went  to  Sharon,  Conn., 
where  their  children  were  born  and  brought  up.  Return- 
ing to  AYhitestown  about  1825,  he  worked  at  his  trade  for 
several  years,  but  they  finally  went  back  to  Sharon  to  live 
with  their  son  James.       Their  children  were: 

I.Elizabeth.  b.  Apr.  10,  1706    d.  Oct.    8,1850. 

2.  Harriet  Humphrey    b.  in  Nov..  1798,  d    May  21,  1871. 

H    Helen  Mar,  b.    Oct  28,  1800,  d.    Feb.    7,  18''2. 

4.  James  Merrill,  b.         in      1808,  d.  18 

5.  George  Edward,  b.         in      1806,  d.  18 
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Elizabeth  married  a  Mr.  Gilbert  about  1820  and"  had 
one  son^  Edward  Clinton,  who,  when  about  twelve  years  of 
age  was  sent  to  Cherry  Valley  to  learn  the  printing  busi- 
ness in  the  ^^Gazette"  office.  At  twenty-one  he  went  to 
Albany  and  obtained  work  in  Messrs.  Van  Benthuysen^s 
office,  and  later  in  the  office  of  the  ''Albany  Argus. ^'  In 
September,  1846,  he  sailed  with  Col.  J.  D.  Stevenson^s 
regiment  of  volunteers  around  Cape  Horn  to  San  Francis- 
co, arriving  in  March  '47.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was 
appointed  deputy  collector,  and  the  next  year  established 
the  ''Alta  California.^'  In  the  summer  of  ^49  he  was  a 
delegate  to  the  state- constitutional  convention,  and  in  the 
fall  was  elected  to  congress.  Returning  to  California  at 
the  expiration  of  his  term,  he  resumed  his  editorial  labors. 
But  his  caustic  pen,  ever  wielded  for  liberty  and  the  right, 
soon  brought  trouble,  resulting  in  a  duel  with  Gen.  Den- 
ver, a  state  senator,  August  2nd,  1852,  in  which  Edward 
Gilbert  fell.  The  lament  over  his  untimely  death  was 
universal  and  his  burial  was  made  the  occasion  for  very 
impressive  military  and  civic  honors. 

Hakriet  Humphrey  married  Isaac  Sampson,  a  sea 
captain  and  had  two  daughters:  Sarah  L.,  married  to  a  Mr. 
x\dams  of  New  York,  and  Fanny.  Afterwards  she  mar- 
ried Judge  Thomas  Whittemore.  HELEiq",MAR  married 
Daniel  Hall  in  1820;  she  had  but  one  child,  Elizabeth 
Amanda,  born  in  Litchfield,  Ct.,  March  12th,  1821,  and 
married  to  Daniel  D.  Broadway  of  Utica,  in  Sept.,  1839; 
dying:  in  Chicago  March  5th,  1899,  and  leaving  three  chil- 
dren: Helen  Amanda,  married  to  Edwin  F.  Seavey  of 
Chicago  in  1867;  and  Mary  Evelyn  and  Edward  Arthur. 
James  Merrill  was  a  farmer,  married  a  rich  wife  but 
they  had  no  children,  and  he  died  in  Sharon,  Conn. 
George  Edward  owned  and  was  running  a  boat  on  the 
Erie  canal  in  1830;  he  married  Lydia  Shannon  and  they 
had  two  children,  Sarah  Elizabeth  and  James.  They 
resided  in  Michigan  for  many  years,  but  I  liave  been  una- 
ble as  yet  to  trace  them. 
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William,  4th  son  of  Laclilan,  served  a  seven  years" 
apprenticeship  to  the  printing  business  in  Hartford,  Ct., 
with  Elisha  Babcock.  In  Sept.,  1796,  he  became  proprie- 
tor of  the  '' Whitestown  G-azette,*'  a  weekly,  established  by 
Wells  &  McLean  in  June  of  that  year.  This  was  the  first 
paper  published  in  Oneida  county.  The  office  was  removed 
to  Utica  within  two  years,  and  ^'  Cato's  Patrol"  added  to 
the  title  of  the  paper.  In  1818  he  sold  out  to  two  of  his 
apprentices,  moved  to  Cherry  Valley  and  began  the  pub- 
lication of  the  "^0.  V.  Gazette,""  continuing  same  until  in 
June,  1832,  when  the  management  was  transferred  to  his 
son  Charles.  In  '31  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  and  every 
year  thereafter  until  "47,  when  the  state  of  his  health  did 
not  admit  of  his  holding  office.  He  was  appointed  post- 
master during  President  Tyler"s  term,  and  served  from 
June  '41  to  May  "45.  On  the  5th  of  February,  1797,  he 
married  Susan,  daughter  of  Thomas  Williams  of  Xew 
Hartford,  N.  Y.,  and  they  had  four  children.  She  w^as 
born  in  1778,  and  died  May  20,  1804.  In  Sept.,  1805,  he 
married  Mrs.  Lois  (Gillette)  Andrews,  and  they  had  seven 
children,  the  mother  dying  in  Oct.,  1830,  at  the  age  of  56 
years.  In  concluding  his  obituary  the  writer  quotes: 
^^A  Wit"sa  feather,  a  Chief's  a  rod, 
An  honest  man's  the  noblest  work  of  God."" 

Children  of  William  McLean: 


1.  Albert,            b. 

Sept  20,  1708,     d. 

Jan.    13, 

1872. 

2.  Harriot,          b 

May      2,  1800,     d. 

in 

June, 

801. 

3.  AdaUne,          b. 

July  12,  1803,     d. 

unm. 

Dec.  12, 

1883. 

4    Thos.  Dana,  b. 

April  6,     1804,     d. 

unm. 

Sept.   12, 

1833. 

By  his  second  wife 

> 

5.  Amasa  Andrews 

,    b.    July    9,    1806, 

d 

Sept    1, 

1887. 

6    William, 

b   April    9,  1808, 

d.    in  August. 

1808. 

7.  Louise, 

b.  April    9,  18"8, 

d. 

Feb     3, 

1873. 

8.  Charles, 

b.    Dec.    7,  18' 9, 

d. 

J  n.  28, 

1884. 

9    Susan  Williams, 

b.    July    2,  1812, 

d. 

Nov.     6, 

1897. 

10.  Eliza  Rust, 

b.    Sept.  15,  1814, 

d. 

June     5. 

1890. 

11    William, 

b.     Jan    11,  18  7, 

d. 

Nov.  26, 

1896. 

Albert   lived 

in  Yernon   and  other 

parts  of 

Oneida 

county,  married  and  had  two  sons,  bi 

lit  I  h 

[ave  been 

unable 
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to  trace  their  descendants.  Adalike  was  born  in  Utica. 
After  her  father's  second  marriage  she  was  adopted  by  her 
mother's  sister,  Mrs.  Thomas  Seward,  and  lived  with  that 
family  nearly  all  of  her  long  life,  in  her  native  city. 
Amasa  Andrews  was  born  in  Utica  and  died  at  Hyannis, 
Mass.  In  his  youth  he  was  engaged  in  some  mercantile 
business  in  Cazenovia,  N".  Y.,  but  went  south  and  located 
in  Nashville,  Tenn,,  where  he  married,  Oct.  25th,  1836, 
Miss  Louise  Qumn,  daughter  of  a  Methodist  clergyman 
and  granddaughter  of  Joseph  T.  Elliston,  one  of  Nash- 
ville's early  settlers — a  man  of  wealth  and  owner  of  many 
slaves.  Later  in  life  he  was  engaged  in  brokerage  in  New 
York.  Tliey  had  five  children.  The  first  died  in  infancy; 
the  second,  Joseph  T.  Elliston,  was  born  in  1840  and  died 
in  1894;  (he  was  twice  married  but  I  have  been  unable  to 
learn  if  there  were  any  children.)  Then  there  were  three 
daughters,  Annie  E.,  who  married  Eichard  W.  Husted  of 
Boston,  dying  Feb.  25,  1899  and  leaving  four  children; 
Harriett,  born  in  1850,  who  married  a  Mr.  Kelly,  lives  in 
Foxboro,  Mass.  and  has  five  children,  and  Sarah,  born  in 
1855,  who  married  a  Mr.  Banker  and  has  four  children. 

Louise  became  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Method 'st 
church  early  in  life,  and  her  joyous,  hopeful,  helpful  na- 
ture and  disposition  formed  an  enviable  attraction  in  her 
father's  hospitable  home.  She  did  not  believe  in  wearing 
a  long  face,  as  some  worthy  professors  in  those  days  did. 
She  was  married  on  the  10th  of  July,  1849,  at  the  home 
of  her  brother  Charles  in  Cooperstown,  to  Marshall  W. 
Barl^er  of  Clinton,  Oneida  county,  a  farmer  and  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Charles  was  born  in  Kew  Hartford,  Oneida  county, 
aud  grew  to  manhood's  estate  largely  in  the  atmosphere 
of  the  printing  office.  In  1831  he  went  to  Jamestown  and 
published  the  "Chautauqua  Eepublican"  for  a  short  time, 
but  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  returned  to  Cherry  Valley, 
where  he  soon  assumed  the  management  of  the  ''Gazette." 
In  June,  '34  he  was  appointed   postmaster,  and  served   in 
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that  capacity  throughout  tlie  administrations  of  Jackson, 
Van  Buren,  Harrison,  Pierce  and  Buchanan.  In  ^47  he 
was  elected  County  Clerk.  In  '52  he  was  elected  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly,  and  again  in  ^57.  He  was  seven  times 
elected  Supervisor  of  the  town,  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  more  than  forty  years  and  held  the  office  of  Justice  of 
Sessions  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  old- 
est members  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  in  the  connty.  He  had 
been  frequently  a  delegate  to  Democratic  conventions, 
district,  county  and  state,  and  was  chairman  of  that  held 
in  Oooperstown  in  the  fall  of  '83.  Ever  alive  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  town,  there  was  no  local  improvement 
with  which  he  was  not  identified,  giving  liberally  of  both 
time  and  means.  Every  one  reposed  full  confidence  in 
him,  and  he  was  named  as  the  executor  and  administrator 
of  more  individual  estates  than  almost  any  other  man  in 
the  county.  On  the  6th  of  May,  1833,  he  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Oliver  Judd — who  came  to  Cherry  Valley 
with  his  bride  in  1804,  from  New  Britain,  Conn.  She 
was  born  Aug.  31,  1811  and  died  Aug.  9,  1867  They  had 
five  children.  In  ^73  he  married  Miss  Julia  M.  Gilbert, 
who  died  in  ^98.  On  the  ddj  of  his  death  he  was  at  his 
office  as  nsual,  in  apparent  good  health,  when  he  expired 
quite  suddenly  of  heart  failure.  The  children  were: 
Wiliam  Oliver,  b.  Mar.  1,  1834,  d.  in  Washiugton,  Sept.  12,  1862. 
Elizabeth  Jndd,  b.  June  5,  1836, 

C.'iarles  Dana,  b.  June  24,  1838,  d.  at  Gottysbnrgh,  July  3,  1868. 
John   Judd,    b.    Feb.    17,  1841, 

George  Washington,  b.  August  22,  1846,  d.  Sept.  15,  1846. 
William  Oliver  graduated  from  the  C.  V.  Academy, 
and  later  from  the  county  clerk's  office  in  Coopersto wn, 
where  he  became  an  expert  book-keepei-  and  elegant  pen- 
man. After  clerking  in  William  HalTs  dry-goods  store 
for  a  number  of  years  he  went  west,  stopping  a  short  time 
in  the  cities  of  Cleveland,  Toledo  and  Chicago.  Was  in 
St.  Louis  in  '58  and  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  in  '59-60,  where 
he  kept  the  books  of  a  large  and  flourishing  flouring-mill. 
Charles  Dana   joined   his  brother  Will  in  Memphis  in 
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1860.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  both  boys 
returned  to  their  liome,  leaving  Memphis  in  April,  '61,  on 
the  last  boat  that  was  allowed  to  proceed  north.  They 
enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  were  mustered  in  at 
Utica,  sent  to  the  Camp  of  Instruction  at  AYashington  and 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  After  serving  with 
McClellan  through  the  Peninsular  campaign,  William  was 
wounded  in  the  breast  at  the  2nd  Bull  Run  battle,  Aug. 
30,  '62,  and  lay  on  the  battlefield  and  at  the  field  hospital 
nearly  a  week  before  being  removed  to  the  Georgetown 
Hospital,  where  he  died  Sept.  12th.  Charles,  then  1st. 
Lieut.,  having  remained  with  his  brother,  was  taken  pris- 
oner and  sent  to  Richmond,  but  was  paroled  in  about  two 
weeks  and  brought  to  Annapolis  where  he  was  exchanged 
Oct.  3d.  On  the  9th  he  was  given  a  20  days'  leave  of  ab- 
sence, during  which  time  he  visited  his  home,  was  com- 
missioned Captain  by  Gov.  Morgan  and  returned  to  his 
regiment  near  Sharpsburgh,  Va.  At  the  battle  of  Getty s- 
burgh,  July  2nd,  '63,  he  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  while 
on  the  skirmish  line  in  the  woods  in  front  of  Little  Round 
Top  from  which  later  Pickett's  brigade  made  their  famous 
charge,  and  was  again  taken  prisoner.  The  limb  was  am- 
putated, but  he  did  not  rally,  and  was  buried  on  the  4th. 
Elizabeth  Judd  was  married  to  Abram  R.  Belcher  in 
December,  '68  and  had  one  child,  Mary  Louise,  who  was 
married  to  Dr.  N.  F.  Yates  in  July,  '94  and  died  in  July, 
'95,  leaving  a  daughter  four  weeks  old.  Mr.  Belcher  died 
in  August,  '72,  and  Mrs.  Belcher  resides  in  Cherry  Valley. 

JoHK  Judd  was  born  in  Cherry  Valley,  where  he  be- 
came familiar  with  printing  office  and  post  office  routine, 
and  in  April,  '61  was  appointed  deputy  postmaster.  In 
March,  '62,  he  spent  ten  days  with  his  brothers  in  Camp 
of  Instruction,  which  experience  cooled  somewhat,  his 
war  fever.  On  July  8th,  '63,  he  visited  the  Gettysburgh 
battlefield,  located  the  grave  of  his  brother  Charles,  had 
the  body  removed  and  brought  it  home.  In  November  he 
went  to  East   Saginaw,  Michigan,  working  in  the  freight 
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office  and  post  office  until  the  following  August,  when  he 
took  atrip  west' across  the  State  and  Lake  Michigan  to 
Milwaukee,  thence  to  Chicago  and  Piano,  Illinois,  to  visit 
some  cousins,  and  returned  to  Cherry  Valley.  Attended 
Ames^  Business  College  in  Syracuse  and  kept  the  books  of 
a  tobacconist  in  that  city  one  summer.  In  February,  '66, 
he  married  Eliza  L.,  daughter  of  John  E.  Earl.  He  was 
appointed  postal  clerk  in  the  railway  mail  service  in  Au- 
gust, ^68.  In  '73  he  removed  to  Rochester,  and  to  Palmy- 
ra in  '77,  where  he  had  built  a  house.  On  April  13th, 
1887,  while  reversing  the  m.ail  catcher,  the  train  passed 
over  a  depressed  switch  rail,  causing  the  car  to  dip  and 
spring  back  again  so  suddenly  as  to  throw  him  and  the 
catcher  out  of  the  side  door,  just  missing  the  water-tank 
at  Chapinville,  the  catcher  dropping  on  one  side  of  it  and 
he  on  the  other.  A  convenient  pile  of  cinders  arrested 
soon  his  flight,  and  a  six-months'  leave  of  absence  brought 
his  muscles  out  all  right.  On  April  17th,  1893,  an  open 
switch  at  Shortsville  led  the  train  from  the  main  track 
and  the  engine  collided  with  two  laden  freight  cars.  The 
shock  threw  the  forward  trucks  of  the  postal  car  off  the 
track,  and  John  J.  the  occupant,  to  the  floor,  who,  strik- 
ing on  his  back  and  hips  and  being  bounced  up  and  down 
as  the  wheels  bumped  over  the  ties,  was  so  badly  injured 
that  he  was  unable  to  resume  work  at  the  end  of  the  year 
allowed  for  recovery,  and  his  resignation  was  tendered 
April  6,  1894,  thereby  ending  a  quarter  century  of  railway 
mail  service.       He  has  three  children: 

Charles    Earl,       b.   in  Syracuse,     Feb.  9,     1868, 
Annie   Bamber,     b.  iu  Rochester,    May  23,  1874, 

married  to  John  Kaymel  Id  1898 
Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  in  Palmyra  Nov.  16,  1878. 
Charles  Earl  attended  the  Palmyra  Union  school,  and 
was  taught  music  and  voice  culture  by  Prof.  Chadwick  of 
Rochester.  In  June,  1887,  he  went  to  Oxford,  Miss.,  and 
was  employed  in  a  drag  store  there  and  at  Holly  Springs 
about  two  years  when  he  went  to  McComb  City  where,  on 
the  8th  of  March,  1893,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  McLauren 
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Britt.  They  came  north  in  the  following  year  and  he 
opened  a  drug  store  in  Rochester.  But,  owing  to  the  cut 
rates  of  the  larger  establishments,  it  was  a  failure,  and  he 
secured  employment  in  Sibley^'s  and  elsewhere  until,  in 
March,  ^97,  he  returned  south  and  took  up  a  position  in. 
the  post-office  and  drug  store  at  Summit,  Miss. 

SuSAN"  Williams  was  born  in  Oazenovia  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Cherry  Valley  in  1837  to  Isaac  Hibbard.  They 
moved  west  in  1844  and  settled  finally  in  Piano,  Illinois. 
Six  children  were  born  to  them,  three  dying  in  infancy, 
.Of  the  others,  Mary  the  eldest,  died  unmarried  May  1st, 
1866,  aged  22  years,  Louise  married  George  Fisher  and 
Dora  married  William  Kendall.  Mr.  Hibbard  died  July 
14, 1890,  aged  77  years.  Susan  was  possessed  of  a  remark- 
ably cheerful  and  sympathetic  disposition,  was  filled  with 
energy,  very  hopeful  under  many  disappointments  and 
intensely  active  in  mind  and  body;  being  thus  equipped 
to  become  the  desirable  and  perhaps  necessary  complement 
to  her  husband's  very  moderate  ways  and  sedate  nature. 
And  who  shall  say  whether  her  buoyant  spirit  was  not  the 
prime  factor  of  that  which  enabled  her  to  outlive  the  oth- 
ers of  the  family  and  reach  the  advanced  age  of  85  years. 

Eliza  R.  remained  single  and  after  the  marriage  of  her 
sister  Louise  she  divided  her  time  between  her  home  and 
that  of  her  brother  Charles.  Always  ready  to  help  where 
help  was  needed,  she  silently  and  uncomplainingly  bore 
her  share  of  life's  sorrow  and   disappointment  to  the  end. 

William  was  born  m  the  town  of  Warren,  was  brouglit 
up  to  be  a  printer,  but  afrer  attaining  his  majority  went 
to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  his  brother  Amasa  A.  resided. 
Returning  to  Cherry  Valley  after  an  absence  of  nine  years 
he  resumed  his  type  setting.  In  June,  1855,  he  married 
Phoebe  M.,  daughter  of  Joseph  Webb  of  Middlefield.  She 
had  been  for  several  years  a  valued  helper  and  companion 
in  the  family  of  his  brother  Charles,  was  of  English  de- 
scent and  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
They  removed  to  Cooperstown  in  the  fall  of  '58  and  kept 
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their  residence  there  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  r.early 
four  score  years  (In  a  letter  from  Mrs.  McLean,  received 
in  May,  '97,  this  passage  occurs:  ''  I  am  very  lonely  with- 
out William,  he  was  always  so  pleasant  and  kind.  The 
last  ten  years  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  Christ.  He  was 
ready  to  go/')  There  were  two  children:  Lucy,  who  died 
unmarried  at  the  age  of  21,  and  William  M.,  born  in  May, 
1858,  who  resides  in  Binghamton  and  is  a  member  of  a 
firm  of  importers  and  dealers  in  dry  goods,  carpets,  etc. 
He  married  Emily  J.,  daughter  of  Andrew  McLean  of 
Springfield  and  has  five  children: 

Floyd  Dana,  b  May  21,  1885,— Charles  Mossman,  b.  June 
10,  1887,— Grace  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  1,  1890,— Elinas 
Delavau,  b.  April   22,    1892,— William,    b   Feb.  2,  1897. 
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Here  we  rcst.*^  And  if,  perchance,  the  cruel  critic 
shall  refuse  to  find  in  this  imperfect  and  unsatisfactory  tale 
anything  whereby  to  warrant  its  being  told,  and  shall  dis- 
cover that  this  angular  branch  of  the  family  tree  support- 
ed no  author,  no  statesman,  no  poet  worthy  the  name,  yet 
it  is  hoped  that  some  of  the  ordinary  people,  the  McLeans 
may  be  able  to  while  away  an  idle  hour  in  its  perusal  with- 
out regret.  And  if  any  shall  become  convinced  that  the 
product  was  in  general  honest,  sober,  industrious  and  pat- 
riotic, and  that  a  small  portion  of  the  world  may  have  be- 
come the  better  for  their  having  lived  in  it,  the  effort  to 
collect  the  information  contained  herein  will  not  have 
been  made  entirely  in  vain,  and  the  collector  will  be  able 
to  resume  his  former  seclusion  without  remorse. 


BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  9999  06507  660  4 


:m 


